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2025-2026 Season
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Background

Commercial Public Fishery Oyster Season
October 1 - March 31

● Started on Wednesday October 1, 2025 
(except power and sail dredge which started 
on November 3)

● The season was  extended for all gear types, 
until Tuesday April 14, 2026.
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Harvest and Surcharges 
2006-2026
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High spatfall index years Count of surcharges changed to number sold



Dockside Value 2006-2026

Oyster Advisory Commission Meeting: 6/8/2026

Actual values - not adjusted for inflation
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Weekly Harvest 2025-2026
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Boat Trips Harvesting 
the Daily Bushel Limit
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Daily Dealer Purchases



Harvest by Gear Type
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Harvest by Area 2025-2026
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Reporting Compliance
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~ 60% annual average reporting compliance on Monthly Oyster Harvester Reports 
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Summary

Oyster Advisory Commission Meeting: 6/4/2024

● 291K  bushels harvested in 2025-26 season. (preliminary total)
● Total harvest = reduced by 9.5% from last season
● 1,058 Surcharges = about 7% fewer than last year
● Avg bushel price = down by $1.25
● 2nd season in a row where Hand Tong gear has the 2nd highest harvest and 

Diver 3rd highest (after power dredging). 
● Per NOAA Code harvest was more spread out this season compared to last. 

13 areas had 90% of ha Last season the top 5 harvest areas had 24.9%, 
21.5%, 9%, 8.9%, 8.7% of the total harvest. This year the top 5 areas had 
14.8%, 13.5%, 13.2%, 11.9%, and 9.7%. 

● Eastern Bay (NOAA Code 039; doesn't include Miles River 060) had the 
highest reported harvest. Last year it was Broad Creek. 

● 70% of boat trips caught their limit. Increase from 57% last season. 



2026- 2027 Proposed 
Harvest Limits 
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Objectives
● Present proposed 

harvest limits for 
2026-2027 season

● Solicit feedback on 
these proposed limits

● Publish the harvest limit 
public notice by 7/1/2026
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Goals

● Continue progress toward a sustainable fishery 

● Manage oyster population toward improvement 
in habitat and abundance. Consider the fishery 
and abundance reference points from the 
benchmark assessment. 
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Proposal Considerations
2024 Benchmark Stock Assessment Results
● Oysters have made progress and abundance has increased  since 2005.
● Fishing pressure decreased. Only 4 areas over harvest rate limit.

2025 Fall Survey Results   
● Oyster biomass index highest since began since calculating the metric 33 years ago.
● Spat Index was the 2nd  highest in the 41 year time series. Widespread distribution. 

Follows very strong spatfall for 2024 and 2023.
● Caution that disease may creep up this year due to high salinity. Dermo, MSX, and 

Total Observed Mortality though still lower than 4 year drought period of 
1999-2002

Harvest Results  
● Abundance is sufficient to ensure that, on average, 70% of trips achieve the catch 

limit.

Statewide Oyster Committee Recomendation
●    Recommends Status quo
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2024 Benchmark
Fishing Mortality Results

29 NOAA Codes 
below target 

2 NOAA Codes 
between target and 
limit

4 NOAA Codes 
above limit
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2024 Benchmark
Abundance Reference Pt Results

One NOAA 
Code above 
long-term target

24 NOAA Codes 
between long-term 
target and cautionary 
level

3 NOAA Codes 
between cautionary 
level and lower limit
7 NOAA Codes below 
lower limit
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Statewide Committee 
Recommendation
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Commercial 
Harvest Limit Proposal
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Feedback - Harvest Limits

In addition to feedback received tonight, the department 
would like to solicit feedback on the 2026-27 proposed 

harvest limits.

Please submit comments to DNR
By June 19, 2026

Tomorrow morning, a feedback form weblink will be sent 
via email. Also, the feedback form and this presentation 

will posted on DNR’s website.
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Catch per Unit Effort
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