MT. SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

MV C Book of the Month Club Selections
SPRING SEMESTER

February 2, 12-1:30, room 453: Wild - Cheryl Strayed (336 pages)

At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost everything. In the
. 1 d wake of her mother’s death, her family scattered and her own marriage

was soon destroyed. Four years later, with nothing more to lose, she
made the most impulsive decision of her life. With no experience or
training, driven only by blind will, she would hike more than a
thousand miles of the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert
through California and Oregon to Washington State—and she would

humor, Wild powerfully captures the terrors and pleasures of one

i ol i do it alone. Told with suspense and style, sparkling with warmth and
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young woman forging ahead against all odds on a journey that
maddened, strengthened, and ultimately healed her. (#1 New York Times
Bestseller; Best Nonfiction Book of 2012: The Boston Globe, Entertainment
Weekly A Best Book of the Year: NPR, St. Louis Dispatch, Vogue)

March 2, 12-1:30, room 453: The Sellout — Paul Beatty (304 pages)
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A biting satire about a young man's isolated upbringing and the race

&+ &+ &+ &+ & | trial that sends him to the Supreme Court, Paul Beatty's The

Sellout showecases a comic genius at the top of his game. It challenges

D #1 the sacred tenets of the United States Constitution, urban life, the civil
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LEREF R rights movement, the father-son relationship, and the holy grail of

racial equality—the black Chinese restaurant.
: t ]I . {‘f Born in the "agrarian ghetto" of Dickens—on the southern outskirts of Los
o "I Angeles—the narrator of The Sellout resigns himself to the fate of lower-

it W W P middle-class Californians: "I'd die in the same bedroom I'd grown up in,
¢ drt de e & & looking up at the cracks in the stucco ceiling that've been there since '68

quake."” Raised by a single father, a controversial sociologist, he spent his childhood as
the subject in racially charged psychological studies. He is led to believe that his father's
pioneering work will result in a memoir that will solve his family's financial woes. But
when his father is killed in a police shoot-out, he realizes there never was a memoir. All
that's left is the bill for a drive-thru funeral. Fueled by this deceit and the general disrepair
of his hometown, the narrator sets out to right another wrong: Dickens has literally been
removed from the map to save California from further embarrassment. Enlisting the help
of the town's most famous resident—the last surviving Little Rascal, Hominy
Jenkins—he initiates the most outrageous action conceivable: reinstating slavery and
segregating the local high school, which lands him in the Supreme Court. Named one of
the best books of 2015 by The New York Times Book Review and the Wall Street Journal.
Winner of the 2015 National Book Critics Circle Award in Fiction.



April 7, 12-1:30, room 453: Beneath the Coyote Hills — William Luvaas (252
pages) - MSJC Visiting Writer’s Series!
Beneath The Coyote Hills explores the influence of choice and
"= chance in our lives. Do we control our own destiny or is it dictated in
o ' part by mysterious forces beyond our _coptrol? _Tommy Aristop_hanos
e T is a luckless man, homeless freegan, fiction writer, and epileptic, who
BT IR s haunted by grotesque "spell visions" and by his abusive father who
returns, quite literally, from the dead. When Tommy's fictional
B creation, wealthy and successful V.C. Hoffstatter, emerges from the
%= pages of Tommy's novel to harass him, plucky Tommy has to fight
back. Hoffstatter believes that we author our own destiny, while
Tommy's many reverses and ailment teach him that we control far
less than we imagine. In the book's final narrative twist, we are left wondering
who is the true Pygmalion-Tommy or Hoffstatter?

May 4, 12-1:30, room 453: LaRose — Louise Erdrich (384 pages)

In this literary masterwork, Louise Erdrich, the bestselling author of
the National Book Award-winning The Round House and the Pulitzer

MM& Prize nominee The Plague of Doves wields her breathtaking narrative

magic in an emotionally haunting contemporary tale of a tragic

accident, a demand for justice, and a profound act of atonement with

ancient roots in Native American culture.
CYavise

g@/u% North Dakota, late summer, 1999. Landreaux Iron stalks a deer along

T the edge of the property bordering his own. He shoots with easy

confidence—but when the buck springs away, Landreaux realizes
he’s hit something else, a blur he saw as he squeezed the trigger. When he staggers
closer, he realizes he has killed his neighbor’s five-year-old son, Dusty Ravich.
Inspiring and affecting, LaRose is a powerful exploration of loss, justice, and the
reparation of the human heart, and an unforgettable, dazzling tour de force from
one of America’s most distinguished literary masters.

For more information contact Audrey Holod at 951-639-5654 or aholod@msjc.edu
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