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ABSTRACT:  Part icular ly in  the current 
U.S.  pol i t ical  c l imate,  youth c iv ic  l ives 
are fraught with compl icated emotions 
in  c lassrooms with teachers fearful 
of engaging in rancorous pol i t ical 
ta lk  whi le  also maintain ing powerful 
opportunit ies  for engagement in  out-
of-school  contexts .  Present ing f indings 
from several  studies ,  th is  ta lk  explores 
the intersect ion of d igi tal  and analog 
l i teracies in  c lassrooms,  in  tabletop 
gaming communit ies ,  and in out-of-
school  c iv ic  learning environments. 
Across these studies ,  th is  presentat ion 
offers  a speculat ive analys is  of 
d i f ferences of ident i ty and express ion, 
and manifests  ideological  commitments 
to equity,  empathy,  and col lect ive 
struggle to ward off c iv ic  dis integrat ion.
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